ESSEX, Iowa – Labor Day Auto Demolition Derby

The Auto Demolition Derby contestants are Iowa area drivers.  In the interest of safety and in fairness to all contestants, the following rules and regulations shall prevail.

DRIVER ENTRY:

1. Driver must be 18 years of age OR have notarized permit by parent or guardian.

2. Driver must furnish own car OR have someone sponsor car.

3. Driver may enter each heat BUT must have a DIFFERENT CAR for each heat.

4. Driver must enter “Consolation/Finals” in same car as competed in heat.
5. Check-In Starting at 1:30pm.  Final check-in at 3:45pm.

PARTICIPANT REGULATIONS:

1. Drivers may maneuver forward or backward.

2. No hitting in the driver’s door. Sometimes it happens; but if it looks intentional or careless, you will be disqualified.
3. If a driver does not hit another car within 45 seconds, that driver shall be disqualified. 

4. No sandbagging or pinning or you will be disqualified.
5. Driver MUST remain in car until removed by tow truck, except in case of fire.

6. No car is allowed to leave arena until heat is over. 
HEATS:   Each Derby performance shall consist of an equal portion of the total number of entries.  The last active cars in each heat shall comprise the feature finals.

ENTRY FEES:  Each car entered shall pay $30.00.  This is entry for car and driver.  Each additional Pit Crew shall pay $20.00…..All persons in pit pay this fee.  All drivers and Pit Crew MUST sign insurance form prior to show. No one under the age of 14 is allowed in the pit area.  People 14-18 must have a parent’s signature for admission into pit area.
PREPARTION of CARS:

1. Any American made car is allowed. Except ’70 and Older Lincolns, ’73 and Older Imperials or Imperial Sub-Framed cars.  No Jeeps, Suburban, or 4x4’s.  All glass, tail lights, parking lights, plastic/fiberglass, chrome, and interior must be removed.

2. Slogans, advertising or printing may be placed on cars except front doors.  Numbers will be put on by officials. A roof sign is also recommended for judging & identification.
3. Safety belts, head rests, and Full Face helmets are required. Gloves, leather boots, and neck braces are suggested.  If car has an airbag, it must be rendered inactive before participating. Driver is recommended to have a fire coat or non-flammable jacket to wear while driving in event.
4. 2003 and newer Vics must have a Ford cradle.  No Chrysler cradle and torsion bars and no leafs or stock aluminum cradle and may be leafed your choice.
5. Fire Walls may be trimmed for distributor clearance.  If there are any large openings in the fire walls, this must be covered by tin, aluminum, or rubber to prevent flash fires into the driver’s area.  Radiators must remain in stock position.  Radiators may be strapped or wired in two locations.  There may be NO reinforcement on the radiator support.  No water barrels or extra tanks are permitted.  Electric fans may be used on the radiator.

6. Batteries and gas tank (boat tank preferred) must be placed in a secure position, preferably in an enclosed box and securely fastened to the floor.  Batteries and gas tanks must be covered with non-flammable material.  Gas tank and battery may not be mounted in the same box.  The original gas tank must be removed.  Transmission cooler and fan is permitted if the cooler and lines are safe and securely braced.
7. Engine may be mounted in a cradle or any way possible in the stock location but if the mounts are arranged in a way to strengthen frame, they will have to be removed or cut before being able to run.

8. Dist. Protectors will be allowed in all cars. Can start with it tight to firewall, not the cage; but, don’t get excessive on design or mounting. Judge’s decision will be final, so if you have any questions, just call and ask. Also, gas tank protectors may be used and must be at least 1” away from sheet metal at start of show. 
9. Bumpers and fenders may be trimmed.  Drilling and welding of bumper shock is permitted.  Welding bumper shock mount to the frame is accepted. Welding the bumper to the mounting plate is permitted. This rule applies to the front and rear bumpers. Loaded bumpers are allowed, must be stock appearing. You can weld anything inside, but may not use a homemade bumper or homemade brackets. Make sure the bumper is securely mounted, we do not want any bumpers coming off during the show.

10. For driver’s protection, you may:  weld a bar behind the seat from doorpost to doorpost -it can be an X; have a bar across dash; connect the dash bar to bars behind seat (across the inside of front door only); weld steering column in; weld a plate across driver’s door not to exceed 6” past each seam; have a roll loop behind the seat, which must be welded to the top of the frame or floor – NO kickers going to the back or front of the car.  Back of cage, including roll bar, can only be 10” from back of seat (excluding gas tank protector).  Dash bar must be 6’ from dash sheet metal.  Dash bar must be located no farther back the inside seam of front doors.  2 down bars on the inside on driver’s door going down from the inside cross bar are allowed.  1 down bar on the inside of the passenger’s front door is allowed, but cannot be any farther forward than the inside front door seam & not to frame or body mount. Weld securely. 

11. Doors, trunk, and gates must be welded, strapped, or chained shut.  Welding is highly suggested. Welding inside and outside of the door seam or gates is highly suggested.  Filler rod for seams is accepted. If you decide not to weld, then you are allowed to chain/bolt/wire them shut with UNLIMITED use of chain/bolts/wires.
12. Body mount bolts can be replaced with 1” bolts.  Bolts may extend through body and have up to a 5”x5”x ¼” thick washer on top.  Washers inside frame may not be used as a gusset and bolts may not be used as a pin.  If there is a factory rubber mount without a body bolt, you may add the bolt to the mount.
13. Hoods must be securely fastened.  You may bolt, chain, or weld the hood down.  The hood must be fastened in at least 4 places, with max 6.  The max hood bolt diameter is 1”.  The max hood plate diameter is 5”x 5”x3/8”.  The hood chain max is 3/8”. If you are bolting or chaining the hood down, you must have at least two 12”x 12” holes in the hood.  If welding the hood down you must have a hood hole at least 24”x 24” in diameter (no exceptions).  No bolting, chaining or welding of hood to or through the frame rails ~ except, the 2 font bolts may run from hood to front frame horn through original body mount bolt holes. Hood bolts must be connected to the fender, firewall, or radiator support.  NO additional iron in the corners. 

14. 9” Ford rear end is allowed in any make of car.  No floaters or 8 lug rear ends.  Leaf spring Sedans may run a max of 8 leafs.  Leaf spring wagons may run a max of 11 leafs.  Rear leaf springs may have six clamps, two being the U bolts.  Homemade clamps of 2”x 4”x 1/4” with 3/8” bolts are acceptable.  Chaining the rear end around the axle tube is permitted, one chain per axle tube.  You may bolt or weld the chain to the frame for rear axle, but the suspension must still be functional.  Bolting or wiring the coil springs top and bottom to prevent losing them is permitted. Making rear suspension solid on any car is permitted.
15. Front and rear bumper height must NOT be excessive.  GM/Ford may weld, chain, or bolt a-arms solid.  Front suspension must remain stock.  Rear may be leveled with front, but no higher.  Torsion bars can not be cranked all the way up.

16. From the trunk lid to the rear bumper two straps may be used (max 1/4” thick and 2” wide).  You may use #9 wire or 3/8 chain for the loops.  Straps may extend 8” max on to the trunk. All-thread may go from the trunk lid to frame, MUST go through body mount hole.
17. Rusted frames or re-clipped frames may be patched.  Also, pre-run cars can have plates over bent areas, but must have hold or access to see where frame was bent. Metal can not be thicker than 1/8” and only welded on 2 sides.  NO angle or channel iron can be used as patch material. Hump plates may only be used on humps that have already bent and must be able to see the bend after plating to prove it had bent.   

18. Any tires up to 16” are allowed.  Doubling of tires or filling with foam is allowed.  Tread design must be straight tread, LT mud or snow.  Any ply tire is allowed.  No paddle or tractor tread design.

19. No excessive wiring or bracing.  No special bumpers, extra weights, trailer hitches, special lifts, blocks or excessive reinforcements except as stated above.  No wire or chain connecting trunk lid or roof of car to frame at any point except from 2 hood bolts.
20. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages will be consumed by drivers or Pit Crew.  Automatic disqualification if you are caught.   

21. Any rules or regulations not covered here will be left up to the officials.  Any questions, give us a call; if it doesn’t say you can do it, don’t do it.  Judges decisions are FINAL.

COMPACT CLASS: 

22. In addition to the above rules – 4 & 6 Cylinders, only.

23. Any front-wheel driver compact car, but rear wheel driver compact cars must have a 106” or less wheelbase.

24. Can weld struts forward, top side only.  No welding anywhere else on frame or uni-body.

REMOVAL of CARS:  Each driver MUST remove their car from exhibit grounds within 24 hours of the event start or owner will pay any removal fees.

EVENT CHAIR:  Remington Frank ~ 712-215-5682
Visit www.EssexIowa.com for a complete Labor Day schedule.

